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life as a GP with a volcano in your backyard 
 A view from the health center... 



      Iceland is situated on the mid-Atlantic ridge 



                     2 tectonic plates are gliding apart, allowing 
molten rock to rise to the surface through many fissures  



Volcanoes are located on these main fissures  



Water seeps deep and comes up as hot springs... 



 
The surface is moving, causing earthquakes. 

Landscape at Thingvellir 



 
Iceland is divided upto Health districts 

 

31.000 sqkm      pop: 26000 



Mt Hekla 

Hella village  



Eyjafjallajökull  

Hvolsvöllur village  



Popular tourist areas 





horsebreeding- and riding is popular 



 
tourists (and locals) run into trouble 



... a ship has gone ashore... 

March 1997 



And we have the forces of nature... 
From a travellers book in the 18th century 

Hekla 



Preparing for emergencies 

ÅLocal resources:   Civil Protection Committee.  
Sheriff, GP, Red cross,Municpal authorities etc  

ÅNational resources:  Department of Civil 
Protection and Emergency Management, HQ in 
Reykjavik  

ÅChief of health at the Medical Directorate, 

Å is responsible for Health issues during volcanic 
eruptions 



Preparing for emergencies 

ÅMuch experience is already in the area, both 
authorities and the public. 

ÅDrills,  for first responders and the public  
 

ÅPrevious experience from volcanoes nearby 

Å Katla,   

ÅHeimaey,   

ÅSurtsey  

ÅHekla:  1947, 1970, 1980/81, 1991 & 2000  

 
 

 

 



Heimaey 1973 



Surtsey 1963 



Hekla 1991 


